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A famliar DESCRIPTION of the Mot 
queto Kingdom in America, with a Relation 
of the ftrange Cuftoms, Religion, Wars, &c. 
of thofe heathemfb People. 


WO years and an half fince, 
three French men of war, a ketch, 
and another fmall veffel, came 
near to the mouth of the river 
Mififippi, on che north fide of che bay of 
Alexico, in 29, or thereabouts, N, hat. 

Two Spanifh {mall fhips of the Barle- 
vento, hearing of their coming, were got 
in before thei, and rais’d a fmall fore with 
150 faldiers, &e, 

They fent word out to the French, 
That they had orders to oppofe their 
coming in, with an offer to fupply them 
with all neceffaries gratis, if thac they 
would depart the coat. 

The French commander (as captain 
Young, one of that company, told me 
when on the fhoals of Florida) anfwer'd 
them, That his mafter’s orders were, to 
came in and fettle there, which he would 
do. But finding his fhips drew toc much 
water for the bar of fand that lay acrofs 
the river’s mouth, and that it was im- 
poflible to get them over, he food away 
30 leagues to the fouthward, and an- 
chor’d there in a very convenient bay, 
landed his men, and rais’d a fort, which 
when the Spaniards perceived, they made 
away for La Fera Crux, and the toldiers 
they left in the fort, deferted, thro’ fear, 
cothe French, 

By that time the French had been two 
months fettled, Goo Judian natives of the 
French plantations in Canada, joyned with 
them. They came all the way from Cu- 
nada by water, thro’ the midland parts of 
north America, by the back of Nez- Eng. 
hand, New-Dork, Virginia, and Carolina, 
thro’ great lakes thac empty themfelves ac 
ynee thro’ the great rivers of Canads and 
Miljifipriinco the tea at fo vafta diftance. 

This difcovery has been aim’d at by 
the French king many years fince, when 
he fent M. De la Salle thither ,; who mil- 
fing the river, was murther’d by his own 
men. 

This fettlement of the French may in 
lime he a very great advantage to them, 
and a means of rooting the Lngli/) out of 
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the Terra frma of clmetica, W dae precast. 
tions are not taken. 

The Spaniards have three yreat plate 
mines, trom whence a hroak runs dowi 
into the river of Afi/i/ipsi, not tar above 
us mouth; from whence arofe the anticut 
fiction of the Hugli/s teamed ino daierica, 
of the filver bridge, &c. 

The defigns and workings of the fren) 
at the Sambloes, part of Durie, counte- 
nanced by M. De Case governor ot Pet!; 
Guavers, before the lite peace, or the 
Scotti fettlement in Terreta bay and 
Golden Mand, may not be unworthy of 
regard. In 1699. 200 each went down 
to Bogo Tauro, to leeward of Porta Bello, 
to Capt. ‘Fonas, and are now fcatter’d, 
fone at Boccho Taureau, foe at Sam- 
bloes, fome as near Boccho Drago as they 
dare go for fear of thofe natives there 
(who, ever fince Capt. Drake was in thole 
parts, will not have commerce with any 
European); but we fhall leave thete re- 
Alexions to the confideration of thole who 
are more concern’d to look into thete 


matters, and proceed to our intended 
jubject. 


The Moyqueto country or kingdom lies 
along on che caftermott fhore of Léumndlu- 
ras, on the Ifthmus of South America, 
or Peruana. The length thereof, from 
north to fouth along the fea-fhore, is 
about 285 miles, notin a ftrait Jine, bue 
lies much after this manner; from Cafe 
Cameron (which is the moft northerly 
part) to Cupe Grace a Dios, is 40 leagues 
S. Kk. by E. from the lift mentioned 
cay ' to Sandy bay, 18 leagues S. from 
th .ce toa preac river call’d the Bravg- 
maits 18 leagues S. by W. and S.S. W., 
and from thence continues 19 leagues 
further to the S. W. and by S, where 
another nation of wild Judiaus claim their 
country to begin, who are continually 
enemies to the Mofgueto Indians, which 
lait are as brutifhly negligent in their 
ways of living asthe other, yet, in re- 
gard that they have had fome {mall com- 
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merce with the Exglif), they efteem them- 
felves to be a very notable fore of people, 
affecting much to be calPd a: hag 
and diltinguifhing their neighbours by 
the names of wild Judians and Alboawin- 
neys, Bot before f thall divert the reader 
with the very ftrange imanners and cu- 
ftoms of either, Twill lead him thro’ every 
creek and corner of the inhabitable parts 
of thelr country, thac he may take as 
plain a view thercot, as if himfelf had 
made a trip thither on purpotle, 

From Sion three leagues to the weft- 
ward of Cape Cameron, is a ridge of very 
high mountains to the S, W. and by S. 
more than %o leagues, towards a Spani/h 
inland cown call’d Svgovia y which town 
one Capt. Wright an Engli/fhman, many 
years palt, plunder’d in his paflage from 
the South-feas, as TE have been inform’d 
by lfome of his company, who ever fince 
have lived among the Mofqueto Indians, 
Thefe mountains are not tnnabited, ex- 
cept by wild-beafts, and are fulpected to 
have pold mines in them, by the thin 
golden particles or fpangles which the 
rivulets, in feveral places, wath down 
from them, as fhall be more fully tpoken 
of when | come to the great river of Cape 
Grace a Dios, which runs down on the 
fouth-fide of thefe mountains, 

Along to the weflward of Cupe Cames 
ron, the fhorc is in molt places bold, and 
the and) mountainous clofe down to the 
fea-fide, until you come to Truvills bay, 
where the Spaniards have a fetrlenment 
which yields great ftore of farfaparilta, 
and other drugs, cocoa-nuts, bees-wax, 
fc, There the Jamaica loops, and Itke- 
wile French and Dutch do privately trade, 
being in their ready way to the bay of 
f ae. Ho 


In the inland parts between the moun- 
(ains near Truxilla, and the head of a 
river call’d Potucke (which runs down 
from the faid ridge of mountains, thro’ 
the Mo/queto country into the fca between 
Cape Cameron and that of Grace a Dios, 
the mouth whercof is knawn to the /ug- 
lifh by the name of Brewes Bougne, or 
Boccho) two dilferent nations of dudians 
inhabit on the fides of the rivulets which 
full from the faid mountains, who live 
on the wild game of the country, and 
are deadly enemies to the Mo/queto-men, 
They have no trade or acquaintance with 
any Europeans, except a fmall company 
of them who live near the head of Po- 
fucke, who, more thro’ fear chan goodl- 
will, have fome commerce with a tmall 
party of Spaniards who live ac the head of 
that river ; two of which are friars chat 
were fent thither from Guatemala for the 
converfion of thofe people to chriftianity, 


and co chriften their children but, by 
thofe very J/adians complaints, it teciis 
thefe religious men put to exceflive a 
ice ON thett (piritual labaurs, thac there- 
y they drain from the Jadians all che 
profitable products of the country, as 
inonelogs, likprafs, wild-loney, wax, and 
cocoa-nuts, befides the preat fervitude 
they impofe on thefe people, who are 
naturally averfe co all labour, tho’ never 
fo profitable, except hunting, fifhing, &r 

t was upon this fcore, that the w4/u/: 
queto-men, about 60 years palt, murder'd 
abave 50 Spanianh, amonpit whom were 
feveral friars who fiv’d amongit them, 
fome near Cape Grace a Dies, other forme 
at Guana-found, which ts four Jeagues to 
the South of tt, and the relt by the Branz- 
mans betore fpoken of. 

From the Cape of Cameron to that of 
Grace a Dios, the Mo/queto-men inhabit 
long the fea-fhore, pretty clole to the 
fea-fide, or on che fides of fome lakes or la- 
gunes hard by: and for more exact intor- 
mation, FE will fee down the names of al! 
fuch as are diftinguith'd by any, together 
with the numbers of their tribes or fami. 
lies throughout all the country, as near 
as Fe can. The firtt of them from this 
north cape, is one who fpeaks a little 
Englyp, and calls himfelf Cust. AGe Wil- 
iam, bas about 30 in his family, who 
live on a lagune about cight leagues io 
windward of the faid capes and about 
fuch a diltance further to the S, eakwaid 
live about 50 morc, the moll of which 
are Nlulattoes, between Jindirt and ne- 
Broes, 

At Brewes Bougue, and between that 
and Cafe Grace a Dios, clofe to the {ea- 
fhore, are many small feateer’d families of 
Mulattoes, mat fome fndans, efpecially 
about Black-river, which lies not above 
four rues from the laft cape, on whote 
banks above an hundred of thele people 
inhubit, and many more on the file of 4 
great Jagune lying near, and running 
into this river by a very ob{cure way, by 
which they go with boats on the waterun- 
der the trees. The chief captains of thaie 
Indians Unere, are called Le Rouch, Bren- 
min, Old Brewer, and Gagh y which lat 
has the Arft place in thefe peoples efteem, 
being, as they term him, a Swechea, or 
is rather 3 conjuring quack-docior. But 
of chat fect more herealter, [ intending 
now to hold out thro’ the coalt trom the 
N, to the fouthmoft parc of the country ; 
and after that to mukea trip up the great 
river of [V’anks, or the Golden River, fo 
call’d from the bright fhining yellow 
fpangles that gild the Ihore on cach 
file, and wafh down intermix’d with the 
waters thereof, and chen vilic the people 
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at home in their houfes, and tell of their 
miunners, dtinking-bouts, conjuritions, 

, 

The cape of Grace a Dios lies in 15° 
and to’ N, Jat, which is near the middle 
of their coalt, is made by a little Mand 
full of trees, which las likewife another 
lictle ile call Sumdy-tey on the fouth- 
file of it, parted from it about musket- 
fhot. ‘This nukes the eaftermott poine 
of lind on the Afo/queto coatt, 

Thefe iNands are within musket thot of 
the thore on either fide, lying acrofs the 
mouth of chat great river of (Mank, or, 
the Golden River, lo much of late years 
tilked of in Europe, where Lnglifs and 
french have Jott their Libours in’ cheir 
fruitlefs fearch of gold in and about that 
river; of which thintng matter F will 
prefently give the exactelt account that I 
can, having feen them all the way for 
above 330 miles up chat river from its 
mouth or entrance, 

At chis cape no /rdians conftantly re- 
fide, hue in «try fealons great numbers of 
them flock down to Sides, and there 
live perhaps a month or two on fill; in 
the catching of which neceffity has taughe 
them an exquifite dexterity, they uling 
only a imall lance or harpoon, which they 
throw 20 or 30 yards trom them aca 
fingle ith, which they cannot fee, thro’ 
the thicknefs of the water, faving only a 
little curling wave, which they call the 
fifh’s wake, and by that they guels how 
deep he fwims under water, tt may be 
two or three foot; in which cxercife tlicy 
very ieldom milfs their game. 

This great river emptics itfclf into the 
fea by two channels: the one, which ts 
on the north-fide of the ifland, not above 
pittol-fhot over, by reafon of a bar of 
fand which the daily calterly wind, call'd 
the fea-breeze, throws up againtt ie, hath 
not generally above four or five foot 
water over it; and that other on the fouth- 
ward of Sandy-key is above twice as wide, 
as it hath about twice its depth of water 
over its bar. 

Four leagues to the fouthward of this 
cape is the mouth of a great lagune or 
ake, running up inco the country ten 
leagues to the S. W. and further to the 
weitward, The outlet to the fea is fome- 
what narrow, yet navigable tor {mall 
fhips, and would be a very convenient 
harbour, if a fettlement fhould at any 
time be made in that country by any £x- 
ropean!, This lakethe /ndtans call Guana- 
found, AN this part of the coalt, from 
the laft cape to Sandy-bay, being eighteen 
leagues tothe fouthward, is not inhabited, 
by reafon of tue abundance of flies call’d, 
in other parts of sdmerica, Alo/quetoes, trom 


this country, where they do fo much 
abound, 

A tmall number of Frenbmen, fome 
ears fince, feated themfelves on the 
inks of this lagune, but were foon 

driven from thence by thole troubletome 
infects, anit thro’ the want of provilions, 

On the north end of Sandy.bay dwells 
another dudian family under Cape. Zucod, 
on the bank of a river call’ Boccho-Stinko 
Which runs into the fea from another 
great lagune which lies along N, and S., 
above 13 leagues, the thore ving like a 
walk of a mile or two wide between this 
Jagune and the fea, 

On the middle of this bay lives one 
Pickaree, an Indian captain, and his tami- 
ly, of great eftceem amongit his neigh- 
bours, lor his courage, and fuccefs in their 
wars againtt the ocher wild /itians, which 
they call sHboaceinneys, ‘This tellow keeps 
the look-out to feaward, leit the Spani- 
ards or pirates thould furprize chem, but 
the latt, Ebelicwe, are welcome enough 
to thefe Lidtaus, 

Ahouc three leagues from the fea-fide, 
nehe againit the middle of Sundy-bay, on 
the infile of the lagune, is the chict 
town of thefe people, contilting of about 
twelve ftrage@ling houfes, and inhabited 
by 400 people in all or thereabouts ‘tis 
fituace on the fide of a vail barren plain, 
which they call the Suvaan, of which 
Savanna I thall give a further defeription 
when I come to the great river of Hanks, 
which bounds the northermott pare there- 
of. The moft fimous of this town are 
Capts. Leach, Att, AMforgan, Antonio, 
Labrin, &e. which tew have lauly been 
named by fome Lvglifhand Lrench pri- 
vateers whom neceflity has driven on this 
coalt, and have been relieved by thefe 
natives, who otherwife never were diitin- 
gurflyil by any names, not fo much as in 
their own tongue, 

Vhree Jeagues further weftward on the 
savanna, by the fide of a very pleafant 
river, cho’ finall, which runs inco the la- 
gune calPd in Engli/h the Aing’s River, 
is the palace of the old king Jeremy, 
which indeed ts but an old thatch’d haule 
like the reft, open on all fides, fupported 
on flicks about 16 foot afunder, the eaves 
aboutfour foot from the ground, tho’ the 
root is pretty high to the ridge, cover'd 
with leaves, and, for want of good huf- 
ban-dry in the laying them, keeps dryer in 
fiiv weather, 

His court or family confifts chiefly of 
hinfelf, his two old fickly wives, his fon 
and three daughters ; two of which are 
very handfome, feccing alide their nut- 
meg complexion, and their unbecoming 
palit. The prince is a lufty frong-made 
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fellaw, of about 30, hath two wives, one 
concubine, and three children (hinstelf 
eftecm’d a Succhea) belides about fifty 
more men, women, and children; to 
which are added a few wild Jndian Maves. 
This old king, as they call him, efteems 
himtelf as a fubject tothe king of England, 
and can fpeak fome Léngl/h, which he 
Jearn’d at Zamaica when the duke of //- 
bemarle was governor there, to whom he 
Went to pay a vific, and afforded much 
diverfion ta the duke. He fays, That 
his father Oldman, king of the Maquets- 
men, Was Ccarry’d over to England foon 
after the conqueft of ‘Famuaica, and there 
receiv’l from his brother kins a crown 
and commilGon, which the prefent Old 
7Feremy Mill keeps fafely by him, which is 
but a dacd hat, anda ridiculous piece of 
writing, purporting, That be fhould kindly 
We andrelteve uch flragging Englifhmen as 


fooutd ebance to come that way, with plan- 


tains, fifh, and turtle, And indeed they 
are extremely courteous to all Englifhmen, 
e{tecming themfelves to be fuch, altho’ 
fome Jamdica-men have very much abuted 
them, 

This Afo/queto king feems to be about 
60 years old, isof a dark brown com- 

lexion, with fomewhat of yellow, a 
little round-fhoulder’d, which fomething 
fhortens his ftature from fix foor. He 
has a large rough vifage, very long, his 
eyes large and ftaring, furrow’d deep in 
the cheeks, and round his very wide 
mouth, His black hair hangs long down 
upon his fhoulders, his afpeét fomewhat 
terrible, and with a harfh voice like a 
bear. His limbs are very large and 
ofa ftrong make; andhis skin very rough 
and fcabby. When he walks he turns in- 
ward his toes, asmoft Jidiuns do, Stran- 
gers always find him very good-natur’d, 
ind officious ta ferve them, as I mylelf 
have experimented, when, having pats’d 
a creat ftretght, [ arriv’d at his houfe. 

About 40 leagues to the fouthward of 
this piace, along the thore, is another 
call’d) Dorea, where about 50 more /x- 
ans inhabit, the chief whereof is call’d 
Ainaby 5 and about five leagnes further, 
iwoor three families wha live on the 
inks of a river calPd 7foufey, and two 
or three more families inhabit between 
that and the Bravgmans river; near which 
three Luglybmen have many years lived, 
with about 12 families of Zudtans in their 
neighbourhood on the Savanna, 

Thete Engltfhaen live together as 
partners, ‘The antientett isa Briffol-nian, 
of 103 years of age by his own reckoning, 
is cal old Miebolas, About 62 years 
lince he killd aman at Se. Chriflopbers, 
ard to fave his neck, put co fea ina {mall 
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canoe, content to drive where the winds 
ihould guide him, and chanced to fall in 
with this coatt, which isabove 300 leagues 
from St. Ars y here he was kindly receiv’ 
by the Jadiaus, and remain’d with thent 
ever fince, and is ftill able, in that hor 
country, to walk out 20 or 30 miles a 
hunting, and bring home ~+ deer on his 
back, as well as many men .£ 20 years 
ot age, which argues much the health- 
fulnels of that country, and commends 
the plainnefs of their food. 

The other two, Thomas Arkes and ‘fohn 
Thomas, were of Capt, H’right’s crew, who, 
with 150 french and Englifh Buckanecrs, 
abour 24 years fince, fack’d Segovia (a 
Spanifo inland city) in travelling trom 
the fouth-fea fide over land to Wants 
river, ‘hey chofe rather to live here 
thin return home, and venture to take a 
trial for piracy, and have now 4o wild 
Indian Nlaves and harlots to attend them, 
leading there a flothful heathenifh courte 
of life ever fince. 

To the fouthward and weftward of 
them live not above 20 more families 
of Moyqueto-men in all; and they live in 
continual danger and fear of their neigh- 
bours the Alboawinney, who, indry times, 
come down to the iea-fide to make falt, 
which they do after this manner. They 
make a great fire clofe to the fea-fide, 
which when ic has well burn’d the fticks 
afunder, they take them fingly, and 
dip the brand in the fea, tnatching it our 
again, not too foon, nor too late ; for, 
by the firft, the drops of falt-water whic 
remain boiling on the coal, would be 
quite confum’d thro’ too much heat, the 
coal not being fufficiently quenched, and, 
by the latter mifmanagement, would be 
quite extinguished, and want heat to turn 
thofe drops of water into corns of fale, 
which, as faft as made, they flightly wipe 
off with their hand into a feaf; chen put 
that brand’s end into the fire again, and 
cike out the frefh ones fucceffively, chat 
in half an hour’s time a man makes about 
a pound of grey falt. 

“A little to the fouthward of thefe /ydi- 
ans, is another call’d Carpenters river, 
whcreon the Spantard: have great planta- 
tions of cocoa-nuts, which the Alo/quets- 
mew often rob them of, by furprizing them 
in the night, and killing fuch of the 
Spaniards as oppote them, and many times 
carry away miany of their Jnadiani, of 
which they kill the men, but the women 
and boys they referve to trade with to 
the Jamaica-nen, who take olf their hands 
all their cocoa-nuts, moneloes, turtle-fhell, 
atnbergreeie, plate, flaves, and what clfe 
they get by fuch rapines, which with them 
is a fate war, 
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Capt. Coxfen who tormerly travell’d 
over land to the Sonth-feas, with Capt. 
Sharp and their crews, thro’ the country 
of Darien, to rob the Spaniards, under a 
pretended commiffion from Diego the 
king of Darien, whom I have known 
very well to be a poor naked iynorant 
fellow, that knows not the meaning of 
letters, but had given to him a_ black 
ftick with a filver head, which he calls a 
Spanifa commilfion ; it being the cuftom 
of the Spamards to fend fuch a ftat¥ to 
thofe whom they would have bear rule 
over the reft, as a badge of their autho- 
rity, without further power. This Cox- 
fen hath, for many years palt, encourag’d 
thele Ldians to fuch practices, who other- 
wife are of a very peaceable difpofition ; 
he having long traded with them in a 
loop of his own, until 1698, when he 
died here among them. 

Two other ‘famaica Moops have for 
fome years paft traded with thefe people s 
and fometimes a pirate comes on the coatt, 
who are reckon’d honeft men enough by 
thele people, unlets purtued by te go- 
vernment, and then they will deliver him 
up, as they lately did Capt. Banijler to 
Capt. Sprag, who came thither after him 
in a trigate. 

Buc left I fhould too much digrefs 
from my firit purpofe and frame of this 
account, I will return to the great river 
of Cape Grace a Dios, or the great Golden 
River of late talked of in England, of 
which fome difeoverics have lately been 
endeavourd, with great charge, to no 
purpofe: which river the Iudians call 
Wanks; (having already difplay’d the 
fea-coaft from N. to S.) I fhall thew you 
up this river into the inward parts of 
their country, and then divert you with 
the true account of their manners, and 
products of their land. 

The entrance or mouth of this great 
river is about 150 fathoms wide, and 
about three or four deep; and fo the 
river continues with very little gradual 
difference, inclining narrower near 100 
leagues up into the country, and then 
grows narrower and fhallow in fome pla- 
ces where its courfe is ob{tructed by 
great rocks. It has its rile from fome 
mountains on the South-/ea fide, and from 
thence runs thro” a great level plain into 
the Mo/qucto country, accounted in length 
600 miles at leaft, tho” not 3001n a trait 
bine, 

Two leagues up within the mouth of 
this river, clofe by the water-fide, on 
the larboard fide going up, is the fea- 
port of thele Indians, where one Capt. 
Kit, a Mullatto, rules the roaft, having 
feveral Indians with him, who here look 
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out for the fecurity of the river againtt 
furprize, 

On che other fide over againit him, 
on a damp favanna, lives one Garret a 
Gutney negroe (who efcap’d thither trom 
a Guiney thip that was loft 60 years fince) 
with feveral Mfullattoes, and people of 
another mix’d breed with him, all reve- 
rencing: Ait as their chief. 

From this place the banks of the river 
are uninhabited until you come up 20 
leagues higher, to the houfe of one Pa- 
trick a Mullatto, brother to Kit, This 
laft houfe lies wefterly from the former 
place, and theriver isextremely crooked, 
there being no lefs than 30 pointsor turn- 
ings, and as many bights trom hence co 
the river’s mouth, 

The lana, trom the fea-fhore unto Pu- 
trick’s houfe, on both fides the river, is 
over-grown with large trees, and many 
{maller fhrubs, wild prickly canes and 
bricrs many miles wile, infomuch that 
thefe woods would be altogether impait- 
fible, did not travellers carry long knives 
or mofcheets with them, wherewith, in 
many places, to cut them away, as I 
have often done in the /adians company 
when on hunting for pickaree. Sloughs 
and bogs are not wanting here, fo that 
the beft way of travelling is to go almott 
naked to prevent the impediment of canes 
and bufhes hanging you by the cloaths as 
you pals. Inthe wet and rainy feafons thefe 
lands are fubject co conftant inundations ; 
during which times the beaits retire to 
the higher lands, and too many of them are 
overtaken by the floods, and perith. 

All this way up fromthe river’s mouth 
on the fandy banks of the river (efpeci- 
ally in the eddies under the points of the 
turnings) lie infinite numbers of {mall 
fhining, particles, feeming to be of metal 
(which, from their glittering fhew and 
thin fubftance, I call fpangles) appearing 
to the eye like clean gold in its finelt 
luftre and higheft colour, when they lie in 
the water, but taken out, grow paler. 
They are fo very thin and light, that they 
are carry’d to and fro, and intermix’din the 
water fo thick in all parts of this river, 
that a difh-full of water cannot be taken 
up but many of thefe fpangles fhall be 
in it, which foon fink to rhe bottom if 
you fulfer the water to ftand ttill, but 
the river fekdom or never wanting mo- 
tion, they are perpetually agitated there- 
in, 

Two leagues from the houfe of Patrick, 
the woods being pais’d, begins the great 
favanna or barren plain (bearing a few 
ftrageling wild tar and pine trees) which 
plain ties away to the fouthward all along 
the coalt, at a precty diftance from the 

ieee fea- 


289 


. — , 
ii tg pr mati a eS 


Che See Sere 
ae) = ——— 4 wr 


a Meal cypr” Se 


—" £m > 


ee eS . ee le eee 


290 


A faniliar Defcription 


fea-fide, in fome places very near; is of 
a very great extent to the wellward, reach- 
ing, as the Indians fay, to the South-fea 
fide, being fomewhat above 150 leagues 
ina {trait lines is generally not habitable, 
unlefs on the very borders thereof, near 
fome great river-fides. The foil is fo 
barren and parch’d with the fun, that no 
plantation of fruits or corn can be made 
thereon. 

Yet a mix’d breed of tigers, leopards, 
Eve. and fome lions haunt and breed on 
thefe plains, who prey on deer that graze 
on the edges thereof. ‘The grafs here is 
very full of fcorpions, and fome few 
lizards, no other creature befides fre- 
quenting thele barren waftes, except a 
large fowl like a parrot (as big almoit as 
a goofe in his feathers) which in the even- 
ings comes to rooft on thefe pine-trees, 
thereby to avoid falling into the hands of 
the apes, who, in the night-time, catch 
foine of thofe birds that ftay behind in 
the woods by the river-fides, where they 
ufually feed all day. 

On the firft-mention’d fide or begin- 
ning of the favanna, is alittle /adian town 
of feven houfes, of Patrick’s neighbour- 
hood, or rather family, being all akin, 
and under his direction. ‘here are 
amongit them about 52 men able to bear 
arms, fome being Jadiaas, fome dark 
Mullattoes. The chief of them are old 
Glover, Patrick’s father, his brother Pe- 
ter a Succhea, Febrin, Rowland, Greenvill, 
who in a conceit were named by privateers 
accidentally meeting with them, of whom 
they always require a name of cach man. 
They think one man cannot well give 
names to two /adtans. In dry times they 
all defert the favanna, and goto Patrick’s 
houfe on the river-fide. ‘This laft place 
they call Ackwhi Wanks, that 1s, lower 
Vans. 

About 18 or 20 leagues higher up this 
river to the fouthweltward, is another 
place call’d upper Hanks, where the fame 
great favanna comes very near the fouth- 
fide of theriver, This laft isthe refidence 
of the king’s brother, who living to 
obicurely and high up in the country, 
never met with any to give him a name. 
Ele has but eight men befides women and 
children ; one of which firft is called Ben, 
Hie lately before our coming thither lott 
his wife, who was an dllboawinney flave, 
and at that me he made ule of his fifter, 
fhe being as tt were a widow. 

This ts the weftermoft party of Jadians 
up the river, except one more of about 
the fame number, without names, who 
fometimes live a little higher ups bu 
commonly lower down towards Patrick's, 


They, like the reft, travel to and fro 
after the wild gaine of the country. 

The ceafon why | have jet down puar- 
ticularly the names of all theie people 
that are lately diftinguifhed by any, with 
their numbers, houtes, ce. which feems 
to be more tedious than pertinent, is, 
that I think it may be of great ufe to fuch 
whofe accafions, on any account, miy 
lead them into thts country, thereby to 
fcrape the better acquaintance, and gain 
the affiitance of thefe people; by this 
way a pretty fafe and private accefs may 
eafily be gain’d tothe South-jea fide, thro’ 
this river. Before the peace was made 
on that fide the tropick with the Spamiards, 
feveral Exg/i/b and French privateers came 
this way after they had done the Spaxi- 
ards much damage, two of which I have 
been in company with there. 

About 45 leagues higher up this great 
river of Wanks, lying fouthwelterly from 
the king’s brother’s houfe, is a pretty 
large branch or rivulet running into the 
fouth fide of it, and which has its rife in 
the fore-mentioned great favanna, the 
banks whereof are inhabited by another 
party of /udians who are flat-headed ; 
many of which I have teen, to their no 
little amazement at an European com- 
plexion. They are of the fame colour 
with the other Jxdians, and, like the rett, 
go naked: the difference is only in 
their heads, which, in their infancy af- 
foon as born, are prefs’d flat between a 
{tone and a finall block of wood made 
tor that purpofe. 

Thefe people are extremely terrified 
at the firing of a gun, out of which, 
they fay, an evil {piric iffues. 

hey wear about their necks a few thells 
and teeth of their captives, on a ftring 
like a necklace, and fome few beads 
which they buy of the Mo/gueto-men, with 
whom they have commerce at certain 
times of the year, in which they civilly 
intreat One another, meeting in equa! 
numbers on fome fmall iffand in the great 
river between both theirhomes: but when 
their fair or mart is over, they hold it 
allowable to rob and murder each other 
as much as they can, which they do by 
furprize, and private incurfions into each 
other’s country, and again keep touch ut 
the feafon appointed tor a civil com- 
merce, 

The great river continues, all this way 
up, almoit us wide and deep as below, 
excepting that, in fome few places, it 
is petter’d with rocks which lie fhallow, 
and make fome {mall falls. 

The like golden fpangles are all this way 
very plentiful, increafiny ttill che higher 
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up, and appear fomewhat larger, which 
fhews, that they break by the way. They 
Jic in all che eddies by the river-fides, un- 
der the points of the turnings, in pretty 
Jong heaps together; which looks. as if 
the fand was cover’d over with plates of 
heacen gold molt curioufly burnifh’d, and 
fet off to the moft advantage, which, in 
Auguftand September 1699. patt, [daily faw. 

The Jand on foth fides chis river here- 
abouts, grows fomewhat arier than below ; 
but ic is covered with thick woods on 
bath fides for fome miles, and on the north 
fide is full of muddy plathes, fwamps, and 
moraffes, fo that none inhabit near the 
river on that fide. 

Ahout 20 leagues higher up this river, 
above the laft creek or branch inhabited by 
the flat-headed Jadians, are the great falls, 
lying up S. Wefterly and by S. There 
many rocks ftanding in and on both fides of 
the river, caufe the ftream which runs down 
becween, over, andunder fome of them, 
to be very troublefome and dangerous to 
paffengers in boats, there being no hopes 
fora man to fave himfelf by fwimming it a 
canoe fhould overfet here in the rainy 
feafons (which are very frequent there- 
abouts ) beeaufe of the violent falls of the 
itreams, making eddies, boilers, whirl- 
pools, and fuch like. The rocks pefter 
up the river in the place of its greateft 
defcent, about two leagues together, and 
m fome phices are more dangerous than 
in others. The multitude of thefe cata- 
racts, like letting water down a pur of 
ftairs, renders the individual to be but 
fina}},and of a fhort fall, which has tempted 
fome travellers to their deftruction in ad- 
venturing to pafs them in their boats. 

At thefe falls the river is fomewhat nar- 
rower than in any place below; the land, 
on both fides, very rocky, and yet full of 
trees. 

Tothe N. W. and the weftward of this 
place, are very high mountains, ratfed fir 
above the ordinary flight of the clouds, 
as the ifland of Mfadeira is. The top of 
the neareft Ieems to be five or fix leagues 
off, ina ftrait line, rifing all che way 
from thefe talls; beyond which, when the 
iky is not clouded, appears another, which 
one may guefs to be ter. ora dozen leagues 
olf, 

On the flat ground above thicfe falls, 
the woods grow thin on the fides of the 
river which runs into the afore-mentioned 
favanna, ‘The banks there are inhabited 
by a populous nation of Ladians which the 
Alyfqucto-men call ADoawinneys and Oldwa- 
wei the frlt name they give toall their 
Indian cnemies. Thete people are con- 
tinually, in dry feafons, invaded by the 
Mo/queto-mcn, who take away their young 


wives and children for flaves, cicher killing 
or putting to fight the men and old wo- 
men, They many times pay che Ado/que- 
fo-menin their own coin, neither of then 
ever fighting fairly in the day-time in an 
open field like Europeans, but fteal upon 
one the other in the night-time, which is 
the way of all American Indians that | have 
been ainongtt. 

LT have heard many of thefe Oldwaw 
flaves, to the Afc/qucto-men, contets, That, 
when their countrymen took any of their 
enemies, they would never give quarter 
to any except young women, who ferve 
them tor wives, of which each keeps as 
many ashe can maintain (like the AZo/que- 
to-men) thatthe men and children whom 
they take, they tie, and throw upon a 
barbicue, as they call it (which is a rack 
of ftakes doing the office of a grid-iron) 
and make a good fire underneath, which, 
with the help of the fun over-head at noon, 
foon dreffes their baddies fit for their teeth ; 
which food they eftcem beft of any, and 
fay, *tis fweetett, which revenge may con- 
tribute fomewhat to. But before this 
cookery, whilit the prifoner lives, they 
draw out his finger and toe nails, and 
knock out his teeth with ftones; which 
teeth and nails they wear about their necks 
on a ftring like a necklace: and this they 
efteem as an honourable mark and token 
of their valour. 

On the N. E. fide of the great moun- 
tains lift fpoken of, about ten leagues from 
the great talls of Wanks river, is the head 
of Potucke river, on the banks of which 
fome few Spaniards havea fetclement, as 1 
have faid before. | have heard, that fome 
few of thefe fpangles have driven down 
that river, asif the mines were in thofe 
great mountains, to which that river is a 
drain, 

What further account Ican give of the 
length of this great river of /Vanks (having 
been no higher than the falls myfelt) I 
had from the Jndians, and the mouths of 
fome Engli/h privatcering people {till lurk- 
ing in thofe parts to efcape fram jultice, 
who were with Capt. /Vright and Capt. 
Lane when he firtt retarn’d from robbing 
the Spaniards on the South-fea lide, over 
the land, direéted by Judian pilots which 
they had taken from the Spaniards. They, 
in their way to this river, came to the 
Spani/h cown Segovia, which they plun- 
der’d , and trom it, in one day’s travel to 
the eaftward, they came to a little creck 
or rivulet, down which they came in ca- 
noes about 50 miles, thro’ barren plains, 
into the great river at Maks, about So 
leagues above its great falls; coming 
adventuroufly over which, two of their 
foremolt canoes were broken again{t the 
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rocks, and 15 of their men bruifed to 
death agatnit the rocks, or drowned ; 
the refit of the company faved themfelves 
by climbing ov:r che rocks; and letting 
their canoes along with withs, ropes, and 
filk-grafs, pafs'd the falls. 

One J/udian fave whom Capt. Wright 
took from Segovia, lives ac this time with 
the Mofqueto king’s brother at upper 
Wanks, and has gained a great efteem 
among, thofe people, by pretending him- 
felf to be a Succhea, which, he told me, 
he did firft do to better his conditton 
when Capt. //rigdt left him a flave to 
thefe heathens. This fellow calls him- 
felf a chriftian, and can fay his Pater nojler 
and sve Maria very diftinétly, which he 
learn’d of the Spaniard , tho’ he knows 
not the meaning thereof; and can like- 
wife name many faints, which, among 
other feizncd words, he ufes co fing as 
charms over fick pcopie., 

The dottor’s way of handling the pa- 
tient is after this manner, Somme friend 
of the fick perfon comes to the Succhea, 
and tells him, ‘That «fuch an one cannot 
eat well, and he fears he is in danger of 
going to fleep, thac is, to die, and alks 
the doctor’s opinion, whether he will or 
not? who always aniwers prophetically, 
thac he will, or will not die, before he 
woes to fee the paticnt. aAt night when 
the fun is down, he vifits lis patient ; 
and ficting down, like a taylor, on the 
ground, tikes him acrofs his lap, with his 
legs drawn in clole, covers himiclf and 
his patient all over with a piece of bark 
like a cloak, and fings ftrange unintelli- 
gible tunes or fongs over the difeated, 
until the doctor is quite out of breath , 
fo that, if the patient be never the better 
for it, the doctor takes a great deal of 
pains fucceffively every mght, until che 
fick recover or die. It the patient be 
feverifh, he fucks the ferum of his bloed, 
thro’ his skin, with his mouth. and makes 
him eat green turtle ; which fore of meat 
is their beft phyfick. 

They generally provoke their fick 
(which are very fearce) to eat continu- 
ally, and much more than they do when 
they are well, which they eftecm to be 
the moft forceable way to withftand a 
diffolucion. 

This laft-mention’d Jndian doétor faid, 
That, beyond thele mountains, to the 
wettward, there was another, much more 
high, and picked at the top, which was 
{eldom difcernable, and that only in very 
{air weather, and ac a great diftance 
from the foot of it; but he was of the 
opinion, that thefe glitering fpangles did 
not cone from thefe, or any of the moun- 
tains before {poken of, but from another 


ridge of mountains lying more foutherly, 
and, on the fouth fide, tohabited by 
wild Jndians, fome of which havi had 
fome commerce with the Spasiards, tho’ 
none of the latter ever inhabited with 
them, from whence the great river of 
Wanks has its rife, and runs thro’ great 
favannas to the falls, or elfe from a {mall 
river which falls down from near Segovis 
into this greatone, where, at Vanks, the 
fame Capt, Wright and one Capt. Lave 
gathered up fome quantities, and carry’d 
them away with them to Famaica, or 
clfewhere, to be tried. 

But this opinion of the Jadian LT per- 
ceiv’d to be feign’d on purpote to prevent 
any further progrefs in the difcovery, he 
being in company as a pilot to Capt. 
Long, and weary of the tatigues of the 
journey, as well as afraid to pafs the dan- 
gerous falls, and the ambutcades of the 
Alboacvwinueys and Oldzeawes, their coun- 
try next adjoyning co the fame. He well 
perceiv’d, thac the Lxgli/> arms would 
be but of little defence to hina when the 
rains had damag*d the powder, 

But, contrary to this /adian, the moft 
probable, if not certain, feat or bed of 
thefe golden particles, mul needs be in 
fome of the mountains neareft the north- 
fea fide, running from the faid great falls 
towards Cape Cameron; hecaule feveral 
little brooks about the latl cape, carry 
the fame down that way in very [mall 
quantities, and likewiic fome more are 
wath’ down the river of Potucke, which 
alfo helps to drain the fame ridge of 
mountains, and which hath its chiefett 
{pring not far from the falls of Menks 
river, into which, a lJictle above the faid 
falls, 17 all likelihood, che fame fpangles 
ifue from the mountains in very great 
abundance beyond all computation, and 
are generally reckoned to be the furf 
or feales of the wall of Royal Mines, and 
not unlikely (by its fymptoms) of the 
greateit gold-mine ever heard of, tho’ 
out of this fealy miacter itfelf the refiners 
cannot find the meaning, tt having been 
tried in Jamaica, and now hatcly in 
London, 

Irom thefe falls down to the river's 
mouth are about 230 turnings or reaches, 
about 321 miles down to its mouth, lying 
moitly S. W. and by W. and N. I. and 
by LE. tho’, ina ftraic line, not 50 leagues 
afunder. 


Having thus pafs'd thro’ all the Ao- tert « 


queto country, and fomewhat further, ‘ts / 
high ime co vific them at their b oufes, in 
which they are not very curious, tho’ many 
of their buildings are fomewhat lofty, like 
an Hngl/hthatch'd barn,but open allround, 
having no walls, only, at a gcod diftance 
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afunder, fonte fhort poles which fuppore 
the roof, which is cover’d with leaves 
and the tups of cane, flags laid on fticks 
or poles lying rafter-wite, and tied co- 
gether with withs, They are commonly 
very leaky in rainy weather, and wane 
continual repairs, 

The rains are here extremely cold, 
efpecially in the night-time, and the air 
as much too hot up in the country in the 
dry weather, faving on the plains and 
the fea-fhore, where the conftant breezes 
moderate the fame, and make it very 

leafant. 

The plain ditates of natural or moral 
honeity, are thelaw of thefe peopleamongft 
themfelves, without having any courts of 
judicature, or office of juftice. They 
live peaceably together in feveral ‘arni- 
lies, yet accounting all Jndians or ne 
tongue, to be the fame people and 
friends, and are in quality all equal, 
neither king nor captains of families 
bearing any more command than the 
meaneft, unlefs ic be at fuch times when 
they make any expeditions ayainft the 
Alboawinneys; at that time they fubmit 
ro the conduct, and obey the orders of 
their king and captains; yet on no ac- 
count do they pay an; taxes, rents, or 
do any fort of flrvines: but have all the 
country incommon (excepting their dwel- 
ling-houfe and {mall plantations.) They 
muit all hunt and fifth alike, or ftarve, 
unlefs fick. 

They generally go quite naked, both 
men and women, excepting that they 
both wear about their waifts a thing like 
afath, they calla Purproy, made of cot- 
ton, which the women {pin, and weave 
by land; or elfe the bark of a tree which 
they call a Tono, which wears like a piece 
of cloth. 

They are all of a dark yellow or brown 
complexion, having long black lank hair, 
excepting the Mullaitoes, whofe black 
hair curls; and their bodies are nearer 
to the colour of negroes, froin whofe 
mixture with the /udians they firft fprung, 
occafion’d 50 years fince by a Guiney 
merchant fhip which was driven to lee- 
ward, having loft her way, and perifh’d 
on this coaft. 

Thefe Indians are moft of them of a 
middling ftature, of a juft and {trong con- 
nexien of their members, with good fym- 
metry. Amongit them all I could not 
perceive the leaft deformity or crooked- 
nefs in any of their limbs, facc, or body, 
nor ever heard of any; nay, have heard 
them wonder to fee an European whio was 
bandy-legg'd, asking, If he was not an 
Alboawinney Englifhman, and artificially 
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made fo in his infancy, as the flat-headed 
Indians do by their childrens heads. 

Thefe people lead a very idle life, not 
taking any pains, except in hunting, and 
going to fifh in their doreas or boats made 
out of a whole piece of wood, and in 
keeping the fame in repair. 

It is in the morning that they go out 
to fith or hunt, and what they get they 
bring home to their wives to drefs for 
thems which victuals may ferve them 
perhaps for two days, with fome fruits; 
during which time the men have no niore 
work to do, but to fwing in their hum- 
mackies, unlefs fome extraordinary mat- 
ters of {tate intervene, as great drinking- 
bouts, or confulcations with their Succheas 
about invading the -4/boawinneys, or rob- 
bing the Spaniards, or on the notice of 
being invaded by ec ther of them, and 
fuch like, 

Their drinking-bouts, which is a ce- 
remony of the greaceft impe~:ance 
amongft them, is perform’d much after 
this manner. 

He who has the greateft influence over 
the reft, or is the firft author of any pro- 
ject to be fet on foot, either to invade their 
neighbouring Jndians, or rob the Spani- 
ards, or for any fuch like purpofes, hath 
the honour always of giving the treat ac 
his own houfe, to which he invites old 
king, Feremy, and, it may be, 100 more 
of his neighbours, but, above all, the 
Succheas, of which the king’s fon is ace 
counted one. 

The hoft with his houfhold takes care 
two or three days before-land, to pro- 
vide himfelf with a good ftock of fruits, 
wherewith to make drinks, as plantains, 
bananas, hone-berries, pine-aples, cocoa- 
nuts, and fome wild-honey; which good 
ftuff he ftows in binns in his houfe, made 
up with frefh leaves for the purpofe, 
againtt his guefts coming ; and after that, 
"cis the duty of the women to make up 
the liquors, and ferve them out, during 
the entertainment, to ail the guefts as 
faft as they call: the fame that ferves for 
drink, being mingled up a little thicker, 
does as well for meat. 

Their plantain drink they call Mujbee 
law, and make it after this manner. 
They either roaftor beil ripe plantains 
or bananas, or bothtogether (both which 
are a very delicious fruit in this country, 
tho’ not fo good in the Exgii/> iflands) 
and with their fingers mafh it together in 
a fhell almott full of water, which has 
fometimes {trength enough to fuddle them. 

Their hone-berries they grind or bruife 
in a hollow piece of wood like a morter, 
and put the fame into a fhell of wa 
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taking out the ftones and hu‘'k with their 
fingers. ‘Tizis liquor is eiteem’d to be 
very wholefoni: and fatning, and hath a 
very grateful tafte in the heat of the day, 
and is the very fame fort of berry trom 
whence comes the palm-oil which the apo- 
thecaries in London ufe. 

Their pine-apples (by Europeans ac- 
counted the moit delicious fruit in the 
world) they fir roaft on the embers, 
then pound them ia a wooden morter, 
mixing therewith fome fair water, waich 
they put together into great gourd-fhells 
of five or fix gallons apiece, tor want or 
other caiks, wherein it will ferment and 
work like new ale. After three or four 
days it becomes clear and fit to drink, 
and taftes almolt like new Canary, or 
hath rather a variety of rich caftes and 
odours together, no more to be defcribed 
than that of the fruit itfelf. AfToon as it 
is drank it leaves fomewhat of a cool 
edge on the palate. *Tis very itrong, 
and commo:ly too potent for theie /n- 
dians to deal largely with; wherefore 
they drink it the more {paringly, that they 
may hold out the longer in a gond mo- 
deft drunken trim, 

Their cocoa-nuts or Jndian corn they 
grind between two ftones, and chen mix 
it up with water juft before they drink it, 
and mix with the former fome plantains 
or wild honey to {weeten it. 

in the morning, betimes, before the 
drinking-bout begins, the men dreis them- 
felves as fine as thev can after their own 
mod:, tying fome cotton-threads, with 
feathers, round the {mull of their legs, 
their wrifts, and above the calf, like 
garters, and their tonoes and purproys 
in very good order about their wailts 
like fafthes; fome of them having Spanifh 
dolJars and royals of plate beat out very 
thinand flat, hanging at their breafts on 
{trings that go round their necks (which 
is all the ufe they have of money) and a 
fhin-bone pipe drefs’d up with feathers, 
hanging down their back, Their bodies 
are oainted all over black with the burnt 
al of pine-weod, or at lea{t their faces, 
and afterwards flevk’d over with the 
turpentine of the fame tree. They wear 
a brafs plate or fhell hanging at their 
chin on a hook made of tortoife-fhell, 
which goes thro’ their under-hp, having, 
it may be, a bone or piece of cane acrofs 
like a yoke, thro’ their nofe, in which 
they all have holes for that purpofe, and 
a flell or fomething elfe hanging at each 
ear, 

The women wear a piece of bark round 
their waifts, which covers down half- 
way their thighs, and paint their faces, 
hair, and bodies red with otter-berries, 


and do, all the time of the drinking- 
bout, prepare the drinks, and wait on the 
men, without interrupting or talking to 
them. 

The guefts ule no falutation or greet- 
ing at the firft meeting, tho’ they have 
not {cen one another in a twelvemonth 
before, but come directly into the houfe, 
fit down on the ground or on fome grals 
or canes laid for the purpole, and call for 
fome liquor, and, after drinking, fpeak 
to one another, and then continue tip- 
ling and bragging of former exploits, un- 
til the liquor begins an elevation toa 
defire of further action; which when 
agreed on, the Succheas are advifed with, 
and every one intermixes his «ifcourfe 
with foolif fongs (containing no manner 
of fenle or meaning in their own tongues 
or any other) of their own making, 
whereby they pretend tocall up Walla. 
joc, as they call the devil, amongit them ; 
who, notwithitanding their endeavours, 
makes them wait two days at Icalt before 
his feigned <ppearance, which, them- 
felves fay, is feldom at laft to any excepe 
to the Swecheas, whom he kiffes, tho’ the 
fit all the time in the midft of the throng. 

For my part, I apprehend it to bea 
mere cheat; for, being prefent at a great 
drinking-bout at Patrick’s in Wanks river 
in Segtember 1699. the Succheas told me, 
Tha: /Vallajoe was come to them, and in 
their arms; and tho’ J fat next to them 
in the midit of the people, 1 could fee 
no fuch thing, buc saw the fame quacks 
talking madly to themfelves, and finging 
themlelvzs violently into fuch an agony, 
that they foamed atthe mouth, whilit the 
people round about them fat ftaring on 
them with great figns of admiration, all 
finging with them, and looking as if they 
expected fome mighty events, but no 
fign of their Waliajee could I fee, further 
thin in the deluding of thefe poor 
wretchics, 

When thefe doctors are quite wearied, 
and, as they fay, Wallajoe is gone, they 
leave off finging, and refreth with more 
tipple ; then deliver the oracle to the 
impatient herd, who {tand on thorns un- 
til they hear what fuccefs they ihall have 
in their undertaking ; nay, they mutt 
know tow many days they fhall be our, 
and every thing that fhell befal them; 
and from the Succheas 3 cediction they 
either purlue or decline their intended 
cxpeditions, voyages, €¥e. 

I have known them co foretel feveral 
accidents to admiration, which fhould be 
the leaft looked for, and at other times 
miftuke, tho’ they have always an excule: 
and why may not thefe doctors do the 
trick as well as the learned cubmian in 
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Moorfields, or the reft of that notable 
gang? fince they may haveasgood a flock 
of confidence, and the lucky knack of 
conjecturing and fpeaking betwixt truth 
and lyes. 

They, moft of them, believe the im- 
mortality of the foul, chat, when they 
fleep or dite, their fpiric goes to another 
place or world ; but they fay they do 
nat know what fort of a hace they fhall 
find of tt, but believe they fhall be al- 
ways amongit the Englifh there, and 
not the Spaniards nor Alboawinneys , for 
they think each mult have a fopivace 
country in the other world as well as in 
this, left they fhould fall out and quarrel. 
They make themfelves no gods, nor con- 
fequently have no fuperititious rites or 
ceremonies at all, but laugh ac the Spa- 
niards idolatry, whick fome among them 
have feen, and not at all underftanding 
any thing of religion, render it to the 
reft the much more ridiculous and ab- 
furd, 

They have a notion of the fun’s affift- 
ance to them tn their paffage to the other 
world, and belteve, that he goes thither 
every night to fee thofe that have died 
already, not comprehending the form of 
the earth. 

They feem very willing to believe any 
matters of religion, and thank you for 
telling them, unlefs that they will not 
believe there can be any hell or future 
place of punifhment, unlefs they fhould 
tall into the hands of Spaniards; for they 
apprehend whom we call God Almighty 
to be the great king of the next xrld, 
and pofitively affirm, that he wil noc 
punith a poor /ndian for nothing (as they 
ufe to fay) for that they can do him no 
harm, It a man fhould affirm the con- 
trary tothem, they afk you the queftion, 
For what he fhoulddo fo? without liften- 
ing io any further anfwer, looking on 
you as a fool or madman, or one that 
defigns purpofely to mock them. 

When they die, they are burted in their 
houfes, and the very fpot they lay over 
when alive, and have their hatchet, har- 
poon-lances, with mufnelaw and other 
neceffaries buried with them: bur ‘£ the 
defunct leaves behind him a gun, fome 
friend pr:.ferves that from the earth, that 
would foon damnify the powder, and fo 
render it unferviceable in that ftrange jour- 
ney. His boat or dorea they cut in pieces, 


and lay over his grave with all the reft of 


his houfhold goods, if he hath any more. 
If the deceafed leave behind him no chil- 
dren, brothers, or parents, the coufins 
or other his relations cut up and deftroy 
his plantations, left any living fhould, 
as they efteem ic, rob the dead. 


If a man dies, and leaves behind him 
a wife, or two daughters that are grown 
up and not difpofed of, as it were in 
marriage, thefe creatures, to fhew their 
affection to their departed husband or 
parent, muft cry and howl three days to- 
sether without eating (unlels by ftealth 
in the night) and, at the end thercof, 
they cell the re(t of the family, That now 
they have no body to hunt and fith for 
them whereby to keep them alive, and 
that they love the deceafed fo well, that 
they will go into the woods, and there 
hang themlelves, and fo go to him again. 
It may be they commonly hope that fome 
men in the family will ftop and reftrain 
them by offering to take them for wives, 
which often ts done, and the offer gladly 
catch’d ac; buce if not, the difconfolate 
women furely enough run into the woods, 
and are feen no more, unlefs it be hang- 
ing on atree. Such a paifige happen’d 
when I was there, by one who was wife 
to Peter the Succhea, upon the news of 
her father’s being dead, her husband not 
being in the way at the fame time to com- 
fort or reftrain her, and this is more than 
is expected from the married women 
there, or fuch as are agreed to live to- 
gether, 

They are not very hafty in their ways 
of marriage to tie an indiffoluble knot, 
but make a fufficient trial before-hand, 
fo that neither fide be cheated. ‘The 
man has time enough to prove the wo- 
man’s alfection to him, and fhe to find 
out how well he can maintain her and 
her children, if any; for when firft a 
young man ineets with a miftrefs that he 
likes, and gets herin the humour, which 
is done without any more courtfhip than 
the bare telling his mind, he takes her 
home to be his bedfellow (without afking 
her parents confent) for a year or two, 
and perhaps hath children by her; then 
finding her to be very good, that is, 
obedient, and handy in drefing his vic- 
tuals and getting children, which they all 
covet to have; left any other fhould get 
her away from him, which fometimes is 
with her confent, he, to fecure her, goes 
to her father or other relation, and makes 
fome fmall prefent to him of what he 
hath 5 which if it procure the confent, a 
fmall drinking-boutis made by the fuitor 
and the girl’s parents, and the marringe 
therchy irrevocably confummated, After 
this ceremony they do not ufe on any ac- 
count, neither does this wife fo matried 
ever repine or find faule if her husband 
takes another wife or miflrefs, both which 
is very frequently done, fo long as he 
provides for thent both. 

That 
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Fruit. 


A familiar 


That which looks like adultery amongtt 
them, they are fcldom guilty of I believe, 
every one having mice. : ifa man abfents 
himfelf fome long time from uis wife, any 
one who feeds and maintains her in her 
hufband’s abfence, may make ufe of her, 
without being blamed on any fide. 

‘The inner parts of the Mo/queto country, 
are very barren, as hath been faid before, 
but in the woods near the river fides, and 
by the great lagunes are many forts of 
fruits, wild beatts and fowls, in plenty, 
fufhicient for the natives (which bring up 
nothing tame, unlefs in fome few places a 
hog or two, and fome poultry, for their 
delight, and not to cat); with which [ will 
now creat the readers curicfity 5 and firit, 
with their fruits. 

Plantains, and bananas, (which are a 
finaller fort of plantain,) they have plen- 
tifully, in fmall plantations, in obfcure 
parts of the woods, near the river fides, 
at a good diftance from their dwelling- 
houfes, to which plantations they retire, 
and are not fo eafily found out by an 
enemy, as at their houfes. This fort of 
fruit is fo well known to Europeans, that it 
needs not be further defcrib’d. 

I’ine apples too (which are well known) 
they have enough ot, and mammo, which 
Jaft is a very fweee fruit; and upon a jour- 
ney ferves them for food as well as plan- 
tains 3 it’s fomething bigger than a man’s 
fift, having a great {tone in the middle ; 
grows on middling low trees like apples. 

Saffadilla trees, which bear berries as 
big as floes, of a yellowifh colour, which 
are very pleafant to the taitcand wholfome, 
of extraordinary virtue, and a good com- 
modity to be brought into Europe, are 
very frequent in their woods 3 as are like- 
wife a fortof a pleafing plumb tree, which 
grows very lirge, and is of a moft delici- 
ous odour, which fometimes a man may 
fmell at half a mile’s diftance from the 
tree and more. The wild hogs watch the 
dropping of the fruit, which is very fateen- 
ing to them. In this country here is no 
fallof the leaf, al] plants and trees {pring 
forth, bloom, bear, decay, and perith 
fuccelfively at all fealons of the year alike, 
excepting that in the cold rainy feafons, 
the fruits do not ripen fo faft. 

Locult trees prow pretty big and plen- 
tifully, by the river-fides, hanging over, 
and many times into the water 5 the fruit 
hangs down like shore pods of garden- 
beans, which you open, and find tn the in- 
fide, three or Sour blick feeds, as big as 
hazcl-nuts, cover’d over with a white fore 
of flime, which you fuck from off the 
itone, and then throw itaway. This white 
{tuff melts ina man’smouth, is fweet as 
honey : a lietle of this meat thorowly fa- 


Defcription 


tisfies craving hunger, for a confidcrable 
time, atid is efteemed very wholfome and 
cordial. 

They have likewife a fruit, growing on 
fmall trees guarded all over with long 
prickles, like needles; which fruit hang 
in clulters, or bunches, like grapes, but 
are as big as Walnuts, of a black and bluith 
colour, having, cach a great ftone in the 
middle, The Engli/d call them perk and 
dowboys, or dumpling-trees, trom the 
tulte, which much refembles them. 

Great Jadian wheat, or mais, they plant 
a little of to make drink with; and like- 
wife fome coco trees, which flourifh here 
exceedingly well, but their lazinefs will 
not permit them to plant much of the latt, 
becaufe they can fteal it ready gather’d from 
the Spaniards, who have large plantations 
thereof at Carpenters river, not many 
Jeagues from them. 

Sugir-canes FE have feen growing in old 
king Jeremy's plantation, much larger 
than Tever faw in Jamaica, butthe Jndians 
not knowing how to make fugar or rum, 
neglect them. 

Cabbage-trees of a great height, anda 
fore of permeto-trees, they have plenty 
cf; the tons of both which being boil’d, 
are very good green meat, efpeeially the 
latter, which taltes like toafparagus well 
butter’d, 

They have woods which dye a very good 
purple and yellow, and without doube 
their lagunes would furntth logwoodenough 
and canwood, if any would labour to 
Cut If. 

Pappaw trees which bear a fweet fruit, 
almoit like a mufk-melon in fhape and 
tatte, and wild pod pepper trees, are very 
plentiful. 

Cocoa-nut trecs, cocoa-plumbs, and 
lurge grapes, growing on great trees, with 
large ftones in them, not like wine-grapes, 
(tho? a pleafant fruit) grow up and down 
near the water-fides. 

Monclo trees, whole fruithangs down like 
french-beans, and are avery rich perfume 
when dricd, and the beft for chocolate, grow 
very plentiful on the banks of Black River, 
in this country, and fome quantities in 
Wanks; where there is likewife much filk- 
grafts, which herb bear: fome refemblance 
with the Semper Mivum, but exceeds their 
leaf in length to ¢wo yards. 

Sweet potitoes, yanis, which are fome- 
what like turnips, and {wect caffader they 
plancenough of. The root of the laftis to 
the eye like that which is planted in the 
Englih colonies, the juice whereof is a 
molt deadly poiton, of which the Englif 
make their common bread, after having 
well dry’d and fqueea’dit, hut this is very 
wholfomeand innocent, eatcnany ways. 
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Allthe flefh that thefe people cat (which 
they boil in carthen pots, or barbicuc, 
thacis, broil between the fun and fire) the 
get by hunting, and have plenty ino 


tor themfclves; tho’ a {mall number of 


ftrangers to ftay fome time with them, 
would foon inake a fearc'ty. 

They have a fmall fore of fallow deer, 
like our agli, with fhorte: horns, which 
haune the inner fides of the ‘voods, clofe 
to the Suvaais, which are often purfu’d 
by lyons of two forts, the firft black and 
lirge, the latter red and fmall, neither of 
which will feize on a man; and by 
Icopirds and tigers allo, of two forts, the 
larger of which very much terrify the 
Indians, who commonly go many toge- 
ther, for fear of them, and at lalt make 
their efeape while he kills fome one of their 
dogs; they report him to be of an irre- 
fillable ftrength and fury, and fay, that he 
hiiny times carries away a mountain cow, 
which is rather bigger than himlelf, from 
tac woods about 40 miles into the Savana, 
before he cats them. 

This creature when he is on the hunt 
makes a continual grumbling, to be heard 
aercat way, fo that they commonly reach 
fome river, or place of fecurity, before 
he comes up with them, tho’ he ranges 
very fwiftly, and has a quick {cent. 

Tne mountain cow, which the natives 
call Ti/bu, ts of the bignefs of an Luglif 
calf of a year old, having a faout like an 
elephant, and not horned; they hide all 
day in muddy plathes, to efeape che tigers, 
and in the night fwim acrofs the river to 
ect food; they are very good meat, but 
icarce or hard to find. 

Baboons, and long-tail’d apes; of thie 
former they have not very many, but of 
the latter great multitudes, which they 
look on to be very good meat; it taftes 
and looks fomewhat like mutton. 

Wiarree and pickarce abound in great 
herds, and are two forts of Jadian wild 
hogs, having both their navels on their 
backs 5 the firft fort is twice as large as tire 
latter, and better meat, the pickarec eating 
fomewhat rank: When a beaft of prey 
micets with them, they draw up inmedi- 
ately ina body together in acircle, with 
their heads outermolt, armed with very 
tharp tufhes. 

Indian coneysand mufquafhes they have 
enough of, and great mountain cats 5 
which laft eat like their venifon, or rather 
better, are extremely plump and flefhy in 
their hinder parts, and again as lean 
before. 

foxes are plentilul there, which, like 
otters, prey on fith, and are themielves 
good white meat, 

VoL, VL. 


Crocodiles and alheators, which erea- 
tures are amphibious, are numerous in 
thar country, fohieg as well in the woods 
as in the writers theyare fo much alike 
that they fecm to be one and the fame 
fpecies, tho’ itis commonly faid that the 
ulligator’s two foremolt tecth are longer 
than thofe of the crocodile, and that lus 
mufk ftones are fomewhat the fweeter s 
and that he is likewile the better meat 3 but 
I could not perceive the difference, tho’ I 
have eaten and gather’d the mufk of both. 

Thefe creatures are not fo fierce in thefe 
countrics, as is commonly reported of 
them, for men, women, and children, do 
daily fwint and wath themiclves in the 
rivers chat fwarm with them, yeti’ a dead 
body was thrown in, they would prefently 
devour it. 

Another creature, which the Zugli/d call 
a guiuna, they have aay cnough, 
which is likewife amphibious ; it burrows 
in the find, climbs up urces, and dives in 
the water; is like a thick inake, with four 
legs, and to cach five long claws like ngers 
atthe ends; che body is of vartous bright 
colours, ical’d Jike a fnake sy it hath all 
down the back and long tail a ridge of long 
flac briftles; it is almoitas big in the body 
as a cat, and is reckon’d to be very rood 
meat; it tates ike a young rabbit, but 
is fomewhat flimy under the ikin3 is held 
ta be very good asuinit the confunmiption. 

Some partses this country are pretty well 
ftock’d with fowls; the river of J anks is 
(requencte? witha large fort of ducks, like 
thole of AzZgcovy, and inthe times of the 
north wads with great flocks of a dnualler 
kind, which at that time refore likewife 
ta the lagunes. 

AV large fowl they have (whether cagle 
or vulture could not diftinguith) which ts 
A great terror to the apes; for as foon as 
they perceive her defeending they leave the 
high trees and betake themfeives to the 
sround and bufhes, ana fo become the 
prey of beafts fometime., which otherwile 
could not cone at theta. 

Parrocs and maciws, which are the 
larger fort, and mott glorioully painted, 
are the moft comimon birds in the country, 
with fmall parrokee*s. which fly in flocks 
like fparrows, “Thy ; all tatle mufhy. 

A. pretty large fort of fowl haunt their 
plantain: walks, which the natives call 
quawmoes, and the zve/i/o corfaoes: they 
are a fmall fort of Jadian turkey, witha 
pretty crown cu their heads; they are a 
very welcome game toa hungry traveller, 
who may fhoot all chat he meets with, one 
alter another: “hey are fo tame they will 
hardly fly away in fome vlaces 5 they keep 
fometines ten or a dozen together 5 they 
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are excellent meat, as likewife a leffer fore 
of fowl uling the fame places, like Gitney 
hens. 

Wood pigeons that light on high trees 
and rocks; and a fore of fit doves creep- 
ing commonly on the ground, are plenti- 
ful enough; and on the fea-fide are many 
pellicans and femingoes, the latter, fhaped 
between a heron and a goofe, feeds on the 
conchoes, and may be feen a great way, 
looking ata diftance like a flame of frre. 

The woods are ftock’d with variety of 
other fowls, moftcurioufly painted, which 
are good for food, but wanting names 
would be too tedious to defcribe. 

The rivers, lagunes, and above all the 
fea-waftes are plentifully ftock’d with fith 
of many forts. 

In the frefh water rivers they have a fort 
of tortoife, call’d cufhwaw, is good meat, 
and found in few parts of America befides ; 
and on the cot abundance of large fe1- 
tortoifes of three forts, viz. che hawksbill, 
loggerhead, and green turtle, which latt 
is the beft meat ; che firft has the bett fhell, 
the other for his oil, or fat; but thefe be- 
ing well known to the Englifs need no fur- 
ther defeription. 

Tarpoems and {nukes are thick on the 
saiaiies and rivers; the firft is a curious 
large fith, almoft like afalnion, the latter 
more like a carp, with a long bill or 
mouth, and both very good to be eaten. 

They have great fhoals of mullets, 
filver-fith,cat-fith, cavallies, fharks, nurfes, 
{nappers, growpers, fome feal, ftingrays, 
whiprays, and fea-devils; which lat 
three forts are fomewhat in fhape like 
thorn-backs, tho’ many times bigger. 

Their beft fifth ts manatee, or fea cow, 
which fhall bring up the rear: moft tra- 


vellers in thofe parts thac ] have mee with 
call it the beft fifth, if noe Meth, in the 
world 3 they are fomcetimes found ttragy ling 
in the lagunesin this country, but are not 
fuffer’d to increafe, thro’ the greedinefs of 
the Indian, who {pares no pains when he 
hatha profpect of getting any. 

This fifh is, in fhade and colour, fome- 
what hike a feal, but is not fo full of hair; 
it has the vifage of a cow without horns; 
it hath two fins before, ferving inttead of 
feet, on which in che evenings they crawl 
afhore to cat grafs ; its bones are not like 
thofe of other great fith, but like thofe in 
the body of anox. The meat thereof is 
very white, and of a pleafant tafte, and 
focleanfing to the body, that it’s common- 
ly frid co cure fuch as feed on it fome time, 
of all foul diftempers in the blood, as an 
old pox, fcurvy, and their relations ; and 
that many fhip’s companies have often ex- 
perimented the vertues of it, to the reco- 
very of their healths. 

Thefe fifth are very large, fome I have 
feen of five or fix hundred pound, and 
have heard of thofe of a thoufand in clear 
flefh, befides bones. They yield the 
{porter no {mall diverfion at the taking of 
them; for after having a dart or harpoon 
{truck into their fide, witha long line and 
buoy faftened to it, they hold fome time 
in play, and won’t leave the fhoals, by 
which means they receive more lances and 
arrows from the Jndtan, before they will 
be taken; many times they overfeta boat 
in ftruggling. 

Dolphins, flying-fifh, porpoifes, bo- 
netoes, feals, bottlenofes, and fuch like, 
keep a good diftance from the fhore, and 
are as frequent in other parts as on this 
coalt, wherefore we will quite leave it. 


